Rutgers enters Lions’ den to battle Penn State. 17 
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OLD BRIDGE 


War stories, 
smiles and tears 
at tribute for vets 


AFFILIATED WITH nJ com 


ià 
KA » 


FA gan 
emis), L 


World War II veteran Vernon Chevalier Sr. salutes Wednesday as he receives recognition during a luncheon ceremony to honor resident 
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veterans at Reformed Church Home in Old Bridge, an assisted living center. Photos by Alexandra Pais, for The Star-Ledger 


Left, veteran David DePinho receives an honorary pin from a student of Old Bridge’s ROTC. Right, hospice care consultant 


Tina Masterpole shares a laugh with resident Paul Steck. 


Mark Di Ionno mdiionno@starledger.com 


Braden Bullen sat on his mother’s lap flipping through a scrapbook older than his grandfather. 


The photos were all black and white but grayed with time. Trapped in cellophane, captives of time, were 


pictures of Braden’s great-grandfather during his Army days in World War II. 


Vernon Chevalier Sr. was in the second wave at D-Day and 
fought across France and Belgium through those crucial and 
brutal days when the war turned. Not only did he survive, 
he has lived to be 93 and lucid enough to enjoy the presence 
of a great-grandson looking at his Army-day pictures nearly 
three-quarters of a century old. 

To put that in perspective, imagine a child in 1940 looking 
at photos of his great-grandpappy in the Civil War, with his 
great-grandpappy by his side. 

Could there be a better Veterans Day gift for a family? 

The Chevaliers were part of a ceremony Wednesday at the 
Reformed Church Home in Old Bridge, organized by Sea- 
sons Hospice & Palliative Care, which provides services at 
the home. 

In a room packed with Reformed Church residents, 20 vet- 
erans were honored for their service. Most were veterans of 
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World War II in their mid-90s, including Ruth Carmeli, an 
Army nurse who served aboard the USS Stafford Hospital 
ship in the South Pacific. 

“I was there for V-J Day,” she said of the day Japan sur- 
rendered. “It was a very happy day.” The ceremony, she said, 
“brought back a lot of memories. Not just of the war, but my 
whole life.” 

Julius Kamichoff was a radio operator on the USS Flor- 
ence Nightingale, which came under fire in the Atlantic and 
Pacific. 

“That ship had four battle stars,” he said. “We were a troop 
transport ship. We carried equipment, too, like the amphib- 
ious assault boats.” 

In other words, it was the kind of ship the enemy wanted 
to sink. 
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MENENDEZ TRIAL 


Comment 
by juror 
is finding 
scrutiny 


Dismissed panelist reveals 
opinion, a move one expert 
calls ‘highly unusual’ 


Thomas Moriarty and MaryAnn Spoto 
For The Star-Ledger 


A juror dismissed from the federal cor- 
ruption trial of Sen. Robert Menendez on 
Thursday offered a rare glimpse into the 
jury room of the first trial of a sitting U.S. 
senator in nearly a decade. 

But will her candid comments pose any 
legal questions for the court to consider 
when the trial resumes Monday morning? 

U.S. District Judge William H. Walls, 
who is presiding over the trial in Newark, 
dismissed Evelyn Arroyo-Maultsby, 61, 
from the jury Thursday because of a loom- 
ing vacation of which she had informed 
the court during jury selection. One of five 
remaining alternates is slated to take her 
seat when deliberations resume. 

Arroyo-Maultsby revealed the jury was 
deeply divided as to the guilt or innocence 
of Menendez and Salomon Melgen, the 
wealthy ophthalmologist accused of brib- 
ing the senator in exchange for government 
favors. 

The pair’s trial, which began on Sept. 6, 
had originally been expected to last six to 
SEE JUROR, 5 


Murphy’s win 
inspires Dem 
House hopefuls 


They rev up efforts to defeat 
GOP congressmen from N.J. 


Jonathan D. Salant For The Star-Ledger 


Josh Welle, running against Rep. Chris 
Smith, launched the first ad of his cam- 
paign. Linda Weber, trying to take on 
Rep. Leonard Lance, sought donations to 
“keep the momentum going.” Mikie Sher- 
rill, opposing Rep. Rodney Frelinghuy- 
sen, picked up what could be an important 
endorsement. 

Democrats hoping to defeat New Jersey’s 
House Republican incumbents responded 
to Tuesday’s big win by Phil Murphy in the 
governor’s race by quickly stepping up their 
efforts for an election a year from now. 

They’re buoyed by both Murphy, who 
ended eight years of Republican control of 
the Statehouse by winning the governor- 
ship, and by Democratic state legislative 
candidates who ran better than expected 
in some Republican bastions. 

“This was the canary in the coal mine 
for Republicans,” Democratic consultant 
Julie Roginsky said. “I don’t think it was 
just related to Chris Christie, I think it was 
related to a suburban-educated-voter dis- 
gust with President Trump. He will still be 
SEE HOUSE, 9 


IN TODAY 
Breakfast at Tiffany’s 


The New York-based Tiffany & Co. 
jewelry chain has opened a restaurant 
at its flagship Fifth Avenue location in 
Manhattan. The $29 breakfast selections 
include avocado toast. Page 11 
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